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When you get your order: Immediate Care
DO NOT ALLOW ROOTS TO DRY OUT AT ALL!!!

When your new trees and shrubs arrive, they 
need to be planted as soon as possible. Don’t be 
deterred by snow. If you can dig a shovel into the 
ground, plant your trees. If you wait until spring 
is in full swing, your plants might become 
stressed and have a hard time recovering. 

If frozen ground makes immediate 
planting impossible, follow the instructions below 
and all will be well. Why do we send plants even when there is snow 
on t e ground  e weat er ay be le but we u t be teady  
Bare-root plants need to move out of storage and travel to their 
er anent o e  be ore or a  t ey are brea ng dor an y  but not 
u  later  or our y te  to wor  we u t ollow a t g t ng 

schedule regardless of regional weather conditions. We begin 
ng late ar  and n  early ay  end ng order  by l ate 

one  war e t reg on r t

If You Can Plant Woodies Within 48 Hours (Ideal)
Leave the plastic wrapping around the root ball. Add some water to re-

o ten t e a ng ater al and tore your tree  and rub  n a ool 
aded la e l e a ed  barn or ellar  o d eat and unl g t  

If You Cannot Plant Within 48 Hours   
ou an ee  lant  or a wee  or two by ollow ng one o  t e e 

temporary measures and continuing to water as needed:
 en your a age and n e t or da age  old t e la t  ba  

from around the tops of trees and shrubs. Keep the damp shredded 
newspaper around the roots and re-wrap the plastic around the root ball, 
a ng r ly to el nate a r o et  Water a  needed to ee  t e root  

moist, but don’t let them stand in water. Keep the trees in a cool shaded 
or dar  la e l e a ed  barn  ellar or garage  but don t allow t e lant  
to freeze before you get them in the ground. Avoid heat and sunlight.

• You could also “heel in” your trees in a protected cool shady spot. 
g a tren  or turn ba  an a ro r ate a ount o  eart  and bury t e 

root  ta  r ly to re o e a r o et  Water t oroug ly  lant n nal 
location as soon as possible.

Caring for Other Plants Until Planting Time
Asparagus
Store asparagus roots dry and uncovered in a cool shaded place.
Hops
Refrigerate slightly moistened rhizomes in a plastic bag until planting.
Horseradish & Rhubarb

en a age l g tly to allow t e lant  to breat e  ey ould be ne 
le t n t e r a ag ng and e t n a ool la e deally 35 50˚  ee  
them moist but not wet.
Mushroom Spawn

e r gerate n a ag ng unt l ready to u e
Strawberries
We ship with the roots slightly on the dry side. If it’s going to be a while 
until planting, mist the roots and re-cover. Refrigerate until you are ready 
to plant. When it’s time to plant, do it in the evening or on a cloudy day.
Herbaceous Perennials

en bag  and e  t e to  ed ately  oot  and rown  ould be 
r  and l able  not u y or br ttle  Sur a e old  ar le  and w ll 

not a e t t e lant  uture er or an e  Store lant  n t e r a ag ng 
n a ool 35 40˚  lo at on unt l you are ready to lant   t  go ng to be 

awhile, you can pot up your perennials. See page 57 for more detailed 
perennial planting instructions.

The basics of tree care outlined here are meant to get you started. 
b ou ly  we an t tell you e eryt ng you need to now n a ew age  

So e e  n or at on  l e lo at on or o l re eren e  o  art ular 
plants, is in the item descriptions. A soil test is useful in determining 
t e e  need  o  your te  ed o  rgan  Grower  Su ly o er  
a soil testing and fertilization recommendation service. Learn more at  
fedcoseeds.com/ogs. 

ead ng  ob er at on  tr al and error  and tal ng w t  ot er grower  
and e ten on agent  an e and your nowledge o  tree  and rub  
Con ult t e GS boo  l t or re o ended re eren e boo  l o  nd 
u e ul l n  at our web te  ed o eed o tree

General Planting Directions for Trees and Shrubs
The best way to ensure your plants will thrive is to follow our cultural 
re u re ent  C oo e t e r g t te or t e lant  dd o l a end ent  
only a  needed  any nat e lant  don t re u re any ert l-

at on  ru t tree  ay need ore  See ne t age or 
ru t tree ert l at on re o endat on

o redu e tran lant o  lant on ool loudy 
day  n t e early orn ng or late a ternoon  Soa  
root  o  de duou  tree  and rub  or u  to 24 
hours before planting, but not longer. Keep the roots 
from drying out; even a few minutes in the sun and breeze 
can damage a tree or shrub. Keep them watered and covered 
until the moment you set them in their planting holes!

Follow these steps for planting:
1.  Dig a large hole, at least twice as wide and about as deep as the root 
system. Most roots grow laterally and need plenty of room to spread out. 

our tree  w ll bene t  t e ole  at lea t 3  w de
2.  Loosen up the soil at the bottom of the hole and especially around 
the sides. For fruit trees, if you haven’t used our Deluxe Fall Preparation 
Method ne t age  you ay add a 3-lb bag o  Fedco’s Hole-istic 
Spring Planting Mix a a lable n our Seed   Su l e  atalog  or at 
ed o eed o og  or well-aged o o t and neral ert l er  l e 

ro  o ate or a o te  but not raw manure or other nitrogen sources. 
n or orate nto t e o l  t en a e a ound at t e botto  o  t e ole 

over which to spread the roots. 
3.  Examine the plant for a “dirt line” or a ange n bar  olor 
nd at ng nur ery de t    d erent ro  t e gra t l ne  Generally  

you should plant trees and shrubs at the same depth they grew in the 
nursery. Set the plant in the hole and spread the roots out around the 

ound  a e ure t e root  are not r l ng n t e ole  t  better to tr  
root  a b t t an o l t e  old t e lant at t e r g t de t  a  you ba ll 
t e o l around t  a  r ly to re o e a r o et
4.  Water immediately. on t  on t e n t al water ng  a e ure 
t ere  lenty to ettle n all t e loo ened o l  W ggle t e trun  a  t e 
water ee  n to en ure no a r o et  re a n around t e root  ea e a 
berm around each tree so water will not run off. Keep trees well watered 
t roug out t e r t u er  ey re u re t e e u alent o  1 2  ra n er 
wee  onger dee er oa ng  are e e t e  re uent r n l ng  are not
5. To remember which varieties you planted, paint a map of the 
orchard on your wall, or replace the plastic Fedco plant tags with 
permanent vinyl tags. See below left. 

Guide to Planting and Care

The Perfect Tree Label             
Commercially available garden 
label  do not la t  er anent ar er 
fades. Aluminum tears off in the wind. 

nd o on  We a e our own u ng nyl 
d ng  t wor  o well  we ould re o e t 

ro  all t e ou e  and a e t all nto lant 
labels! It’s inexpensive, or easily salvaged, and you 
an a e do en  ro  a ngle e e o  d ng  Cut d ng 
nto tr  u ng a ut l ty n e  Sn  tr  to lengt  u ng and 

pruners. Drill a hole at one end. Attach with wire. Write on labels with 
en l   a ar er  en l w ll la t or de ade

If you can’t plant immediately and are unable to store or heel in plants 
as instructed below, ordering bare-root plants may not be right for you.
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Choosing a Site for Fruit Trees and Berries
The best sites for fruit crops have well-
drained fertile soils, protection from wind, 
good air drainage and full sun. A gentle 
lo e and 6  our  o  ull un er day  
deal  Good a r flow w ll oderate ro t  

and fungal disease. If possible, avoid “frost 
o et  

Sunny south- or west-facing slopes are not 
advisable for less hardy varieties. These slopes 
tend to warm up before the danger of frost has 
a ed  ree  ay flower re aturely and t en 

be damaged by frost, causing loss of fruit. 
South and west slopes may also have widely 
flu tuat ng early r ng te erature  t at an 
damage less hardy trees. 

So l  or ru t tree  ould be between 5 5 and 0  toward t e lower 
end for apples, the higher end for peaches, and in the middle for others.

ru t e e  a e o t al a e re u re ent  See art  ne t age  
Do not plant trees where power lines will interfere with them.

Fall Preparation or Spring Initial Feeding for Fruit Trees
If you’re interested in preparing locations for your trees this fall, or 
for feeding newly planted fruit trees, the following amendment recipe 
should address most sites in the eastern U.S., which tend to be acidic 
and oderate to low n al u  and o oru  ou ll al o nd all t e 
amendments below at fedcoseeds.com/ogs.
Deluxe Fall Preparation Method
 W t out d gg ng t e ole  o er an area 4 6  n d a eter w t

5 lb gy u  or -Cal l e
5 lb ollo dal o ate ort-ter  al u  and 

o oru
5 lb a o te long-ter  neral  and tra e neral
5 lb gran te eal or ro ed o l te ture
2-3 lb u - end a  a d  neral and ro -

owder brea down
• For building high levels of humus, also add:

2 lb alfalfa meal
2 lb bone char
2 lb el  eal
2 lb blood meal
100 lb o o t 1/8 yard

 r  t o e re e  and u e Fedco’s Fall Fruit Tree Prep Mix, one 
32-lb bag er lant ng ole  a a lable at ed o eed o og
Co er w t  a 3 4  ul  o  lawn l ng  lea e  or wood  w  
will smother the sod, conserve moisture, prevent leaching and provide 
a ab tat or o l organ  to brea  down t e re e  n t e r ng  
ull ba  t e ul  and d g your tree ole  n or orat ng t e neral 
u le ent  and o o t nto t e ba ll

If you didn’t get around to fall prep, you can apply this same mix as a 
mulch to your newly planted tree in the spring. 
Simpler Method

orgo t e o l a end ent  and ly le 1 2 w eelbarrow  o  
compost on each planting-hole site. If you live by the ocean, add a couple 
wheelbarrows of seaweed. Then cover with mulch. In the spring, pull 
ba  t e ul  and lant your ru t tree  n or orat ng t e o o t nto 
the hole as you dig.

Feeding Older Fruit Trees
Cover the surface of the ground 
out to the tree’s drip line with the 
same materials listed above, or 
with Fedco’s Fruition 
Mix. For larger trees 

e year  and older  
increase the mineral amount 
to 10 15 lb ea  

For ancient trees 
you can use up to 
25 lb o  ea  neral  
or Fedco’s Ancients 
Rise Mix, in a ring 
beneath the drip 
line. Mulch as 
described above.

All Fedco-formulated mixes 
are ound n our Seed   
Supplies catalog, or at 
fedcoseeds.com/ogs.

Initial Pruning at Planting Time
All Trees and Shrubs

rune any bran e  t at were bro en dur ng ng  So et e  we 
need to rune a entral leader n order to t a tree nto a ng bo  
don t worry a new leader w ll grow ro  t e to o t bud  rune all 
dead or injured branches and roots. Further pruning of most trees is not 
necessary at planting time. 

o not rune to  or rune or bend ta  root  o  nut or oa  tree  unle  
necessary. 

nd n or at on on run ng flower ng rub  on  45  
Con er   43  ro e   4  and l la   51  bene t ro  e al 

pruning especially in later stages of growth. 

All Fruit Trees
Avoid excessive pruning on young 
trees, as it can delay bearing. It’s 
o ay to ut o  e tra trun  and 
lateral branches to establish 
t e tree  ba  a e  but ee  
in mind that every time you prune 
potential leaf-bearing branches from 
a young tree  you et t ba  

e tree w ll grow u ly and 
fruit sooner if you allow it to maximize photosynthesis. Once it begins 
to ru t  you an rune annually  lway  re o e u er  or root oot

n ea e  and lu  t e tree  ay want to de elo  2 4 leader  
or an open-vase shape. Always prune just above a good strong bud that 
a e  a d re t on you d l e your bran  to grow  n a le and ear tree  

you may choose to either leave the central leader alone and let it grow or 
ut t ba  a ord ng to t e n tru t on  below  t er way  a e table  

it’s a matter of personal preference.

Apple Trees
le tree  w ll al o t alway  bene t ro  l g t 

initial pruning to establish shape. After that, refrain 
from pruning until the tree begins to fruit.

• Year one (initial planting time): If the tree 
 a bran -le  w  you ay ut t e to  ba  

to a trong bud about 3 4  ro  t e ground   
will encourage branching. If the new tree arrives 
w t  bran e  rune o  all but 3 4 bran e  at t e 
e g t you d l e or your r t t er  about 3 4  ro  

the ground, or higher if you prefer. The lowest 
a old bran  layer  ould be ery w de to 

collect as much sun as possible. If too low, these 
long branches will rest on the ground under the weight of fruit, and the 
deer w ll a e a eld day  l o  t be o e  d ult to ow under and 
to mulch.

So e ol  oo e not to rune at t e t e o  lant ng and wa t to 
a e t e tree n ub e uent year   et od  ne  too
• Year two: r  o  root u er  or ot er odd bran e  t at o e u  

from around the base. Otherwise, leave the tree alone and let it grow. 
• The next few years:  o et ng loo  really rowded  bro en or 

dead, prune it. Otherwise, leave your tree alone and let it grow. If you 
don’t fuss over it too much, you’ll get fruit sooner! 

Pruning Established Fruit Trees
n e your ru t tree beg n  to bear  you ould rune annually  Good 

pruning brings sunlight to all parts of your tree. Maximum 
unl g t en ourage  ore and g er- ual ty ru t  

Sunlight also encourages fruit buds to form for 
ne t year  ro  Good a rflow d ourage  
fungal diseases and promotes greater spray 
penetration. There’s an old saying that a bird 

ould be able to fly t roug  your ru t tree   
well-pruned tree will produce larger fruit and will 
tend toward more annual bearing. 

Most pruning should be done in late 
winter or early spring. We recommend 
a good- ual ty a r o  and ear  
and a lightweight pruning saw. You may 
also wish to invest 
in long-handled 
loppers, a pole 
pruner or a pole saw. 
Keep your pruning 
tools sharp for 
smooth clean cuts.

ny good boo  on grow ng ru t tree  w ll 
a e t e n or at on you need  Con ult old and new boo  a  well a  

or ard ng art le  and de elo  a y te  t at wor  or you  run ng  
not d ult and w ll a e a uge d eren e
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Mulch
Keep weeds and especially grass away from new trees and shrubs. Apply 
a 2 4  ul  o  o o ted ater al lea e  wood  or ay out 
as far as the drip line. A 1/2 1  to dre ng o  al al a eal beneat  t e 

ul  ay ub tant ally redu e tran lant o  ee  ul  ba  
e eral n e  ro  t e tree trun  We lay down ardboard or new a er 

and spread mulch on top of it. Mulch encourages earthworms, holds 
o ture  ee  down weed  n ulate  aga n t e e  eat and old  

aerate  and loo en  o l  bu ld  u u  and ert l e  eeder root  0  
o  w  are w t n 6  o  t e ur a e
Staking & Crooked Trees
Newly planted standard-sized and semi-dwarf fruit trees and ornamental 
tree  eldo  need ta ng   your tree  n a ery w ndy te or de elo  
a lean ng ab t  ta ng ay el  

war  a le tree  do re u re ta ng  r e a tout o t near t e 
tree  Wra  t e tree trun  w t  a ra  o  burla  or rubber to rote t 
against abrasion. Secure the wrapped part of the tree to the post with 
tr ng or w re  e tree o ew at loo ely  a  a l g t ro ng ot on w ll 

en ourage root ng  n e root  are well an ored  t e ta e ay not be 
needed  ar  all tree  w t  a ta e w t  r bbon  to warn o erator  o  
lawn ower  tra tor  ar  and dder

So e tree ar et e  naturally tend to grow a l ttle roo ed l e 
ed eld a le  and t ey won t grow tra g t no atter ow u  

room we give them in the nursery. 
To mitigate this issue, you 

ay try ta ng  ou ay al o 
try lant ng t e roo ed tree 
so the roots are at a slight 
angle and the top is more 
upward-pointing, as if to 
split the difference. Most 
trees do not grow perfectly 
straight. Retraining your eye to 
a re ate a tree  un ue 
form may be easier than 

g t ng nature

Beware the Apple Borer! 
n any art  o  entral and nort ern ew ngland t e round eaded 

appletree borer, Saperda candida, is the number one enemy of young 
a le  raba le and u n e tree   you are grow ng young a le tree  
in these locations, you must protect your trees from this pest. Farther 
out  and nort  t e borer ay not be an ue   you don t now  t ey 

are a roble  n your area  e  w t  any grower near you  t ey ll now  
Otherwise, err on the side of caution. Borers also feed on other members 
of the rose family, such as pear, hawthorn, Aronia and Amelanchier.

Borer beetle  lay egg  under t e bar  near t e ba e o  t e tree  e 
de elo ng lar ae tunnel t roug  t e wood  wea en ng t e tree unt l 
it eventually falls over. The trouble sign is small deposits of orange 
awdu t  alled ra  at t e ba e o  t e tree  C e  lower trun  or 
ra  and tunnel ng n late ay  and aga n n Se te ber  e t un e ed  

borers usually mean death for young trees. 
Here are our strategies for controlling borers:

Coat the trunks with Neem or Paint
• With Neem Oil We have been experiment-

ing with several methods for treating borers using 
neem oil. It’s easy and effective. All you need is 
a paintbrush and undiluted neem oil warmed to 
l ue y  a nt nee  on young tree trun  ro  
t e o l l ne u  12  We a ly one t e only 
around uly 1   a l ed n ay or early une  
the neem dries and becomes ineffective. 

Note: We have noticed that the 
ad ent t ou  root bu  o  111 ow 
some sensitivity to undiluted neem. 
We re a ng good re ult  ray ng a 2  
nee  olut on on t e trun  o  111 and ot er lonal root to

• With Paint ter nee  o l  a nt  l ely t e be t deterrent  t  ea y 
and re u re  no ard-to- nd ngred ent  o not a ly a nt unt l tree  
a e been n t e ground or 3 5 year  nt l t en  be ure to ont nue 

monitoring them for signs of borer.
e e   w te nter or late  a nt w t  o nt o ound  e tu  

you ear on eet ro  o nt  and na l ole you an buy a all tub 
at any ardware tore  a e ure to u e interior paint, as some 

exterior paint formulations contain ingredients that can harm 
t e tree  loe  e on ten y ould be t  but t ll 
u te ea y to a nt  not glob on  e a nt a  needed    

w ll el  deter borer  and al o a e dete t on o  n e tat on  
easier. Once you locate a borer hole, you’ll have to cut or blast it 

out ee below  oo  or t e orange ra  
Cut It Out n e you e dent ed a ole or o t ot n t e trun  n ert 
a w re and d g around unt l you lo ate and ll t e lar a  Cut away o t 

ongy o et  w t  a n e  en er ou  ar ng  le  ar ul to t e 
tree than leaving the larvae alive inside. 
Blasted Borers When you discover a soft spot or hole in the tree, get 
your el  a an o  o re ed a r or lean ng o uter  ut t e long 

nny tube no le u  to t e ole and g e t a bla t  S ould do t e tr
The Polyculture Deterrent Borer beetles thrive in shady moist warm 
en ron ent  ee  gra  ba  at lea t 6  ro  t e tree ba e  r al  n our 
“functional” orchard suggest that a mixed polyculture environment may 
disguise the apple trees 
and fool the borers. We plant 
woody and herbaceous 
perennials around 
t e tree  ee ng 
t e  ba  12  or 
so. Borers are 
lazy opportunists. 
If there are a lot 
of apple trees 
within easy reach, 
t ey w ll atta  
Otherwise, you may 
never see them. The 
polyculture orchard may 
present too much 
wor  or t e  

Spacing of Fruit Trees, Nut Trees & Berries
between 
plants

between 
rows

Apples, Dwarf 5 10 15
Apples, Semi-dwarf 15 20 15
Apples, Standard 20 25 20 25
Asparagus 1 2 4
Bla berr e 3 4 6 12
Blueberr e   Sa atoon 3 6 10
Gra e 10
Hazelnut 4 6 hedge
Nut trees - orchard 35 35
Nut trees - forest 20 20

ear  an ear  u n e 15 20 20
Raspberries 2 6 12
Stone Fruit 15 20 15 20
Strawberries see instructions, p. 29
Sweet Cherries 25 25

Orchard Ladders: Sturdy lightweight traditionally shaped wooden 
orchard ladders have wide bottoms for stability and narrow tops for easy 
handling and placement. Contact the manufacturer:

eter Baldw n  207  722-3654
baldwinpetert@gmail.com
baldwinappleladders.com

Soil testing & organic fertilizer recommendation service 
Which soil amendments do you choose and how much do you apply? Don’t 
gue te t  ed o an el  We ll end you a o l te t t and a l ng 
instructions, plus a postage-paid box to return your soil sample and test form 
to the Maine State Soil Lab. Once your results are in, we’ll offer customized 
re o endat on  or ow to orre t any de en e  or balan e  n your 
o l  Co t  50  Learn more about this service in our Seeds & Supplies 

catalog, or at fedcoseeds.com/ogs.
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Scab in the apple orchard 
le ab Venturia unaequalis  ay be t e o t alleng ng d ea e 

or t e ew ngland a le grower  S ab  a ungu  read by ore  
that overwinter in fallen fruit and leaf litter, rising up in rainy spring 
weat er to au e gr e  all o er aga n  t a ear  a  all roug  bla  
patches on the fruit or foliage. A bit of scab is not a bad thing. It won’t 
hurt you or your tree or fruit. Some growers actually believe that a small 
a ount o  ab tr gger  a bene al el - rote t on re on e n t e a le  
But a lot o  ab an de troy t e ru t and e en ll t e tree  Se er ty o  
infection can vary depending on the year, the site, and the variety. 

With organic or conventional fungicides as a last resort, what can you 
do to avoid or minimize scab damage in your trees?

• Avoid susceptible varieties. Although nearly all apples are suscep-
tible to some extent, certain varieties are especially vulnerable to scab. 
In particular, McIntosh and its relatives are scab magnets. These include 
Cortland, Fameuse and Macoun. If you grow these apples, you’ll proba-
bly struggle with scab in your orchard. If you can avoid these varieties, 
you ay be able to ee  ab to a tolerable le el w t out ray ng ung -

de  o t e rloo  an be u e t ble but ould be u te tolerant a  
long a  t e ore g ly u e t ble ar et e  are e t away  

n 1 45  urdue  utger  and t e n er ty o  ll no  began a ol-
laborat on to de elo  ab- une ar et e  any o  t e e a e  n 
t e r na e  r a  r t ne  W ll a  r de  et  ey bred t e ar -
eties using Malus floribunda as a parent. It contains a gene that imparts 
scab immunity to the fruit. By crossing and recrossing, they were able 
to olate and n lude t  gene n t e nal ntrodu t on  We e o ered 
o e o  t e e ar et e  n lud ng Gold u  ro  t e  rogra  and 
berty ro  t e a o ated ew or  breed ng rogra   you l e t e 

fruit from these varieties, growing them can be a good strategy for avoid-
ing scab.

• Thin the fruit. In late spring or early summer, we thin all our tree 
fruit, removing enough fruitlets that the mature fruits won’t touch. You 
want a r r ulat on  n e t  al o l e t o e la e  w ere ru t  rub aga n t 
each other. 

• Clean up drops and fallen leaves. Scab lives in the fallen fruit, 
a  do n e t  at t e dro  a e t e  nto der  eed t e  to your 
l e to  or o o t t e u t don t lea e t e  at t e ba e o  your 
tree  So e ar er  let l e to  n t e or ard to eat t e dro  l o 
ra e u  lea e  n t e all  Burn  o o t or ow t e  By ra t ng 
good hygiene in the orchard, some growers have been able to grow good 
McIntosh and other disease-prone varieties organically. 

Protecting Trees from Mice and Voles
Fruit trees and ornamentals are sometimes girdled by mice or voles 
eat ng t e bar  G rdl ng w ll u ually ll t e tree or rub  e danger  
greate t n w nter  Sto  around t e trun  a ter ea  re  now all to 
reate a a ed- e barr er t at w ll re ent e ro  tra el ng beneat  

the snow. Keep the grass mowed in the fall and remove large mulch piles 
ro  near t e trun  odent  l e to ne t n ay ore t an n wood  

mulches. A wrap of hardware cloth or a plastic spiral tree guard can 
protect your tree from being girdled. 

 you u e reen ng or la t  ral tree guard  on a le  u n e or 
crabapple trees, be sure to remove them from April to October, as they 
attract borers if left on the tree in the summer. 

Our trials show that a mulch of wood chips surrounding young trees 
greatly reduces the chance of summer vole damage. Tall grasses invite 
them in. The polyculture model may provide cover for the voles and can 
re ult n u er ole da age  So ee  t e tall erenn al  ba  about 12  
from the tree. 

l o  a e your or ard aw  r endly  

Voles Don’t Like Narcissus!
For many years we’ve been planting daffodils around the base of some 
o  our a le tree  o art ular rea on  t u t loo  great  Co e to nd 
out that you can beautify your orchard and deter voles at the same time. 

lant da od l  n a r le a oot or two away ro  t e ba e  e tunnel ng 
ole  don t l e t e bulb  and w ll eer away  

Oh Dear, Deer!
The best deer protection is a dog in the yard. If you don’t have one or if 
your or ard  too ar ro  t e ou e  an  deer en e w ll wor  So e 
eo le a e good lu  w t  ele tr  en e  S all rote t e en lo ure  

for individual trees can be made by circling your tree with a cylinder of 
en w re or ot er en ng w t  t- o t  to tab l e t e age

Aphids and ants
d  an do a lot o  da age to a le tree  and t ey a e t e young 

lea e  loo  gro  ten w en you ee a d  you w ll ee ant  l b ng 
up and down the tree feeding them. Here’s an easy solution. Wrap a piece 
o  t  a er about 6  w de around t e trun  about a oot or two o  t e 
ground. Tape this sleeve to itself but not to the tree. Smear Tanglefoot 
a a lable n our Seeds & Supplies catalog  on t e a er  nt  w ll not 

cross the barrier and, without the ants, the aphids will die. In a day or two 
no more aphids.

Caterpillars
Most caterpillars will not damage healthy plants and are important 

e ber  o  t e en ron ent  owe er  a ew nd  u  a  tent 
caterpillars and browntail moth caterpillars, are extremely destructive to 
ru t tree  ou ll now w en you ee t e t ey at  n large rowd  

and rapidly defoliate plants. Vigilant daily observation, manual collection 
and disposal are necessary from mid-summer to fall. Be careful handling 
browntail nests. They can cause a severe rash.

Top-Quality Orchard and Horticultural Supplies 
Available Year-round at Organic Growers Supply!

Co e o  or u l e  at our rgan  Grower  Su ly ware ou e 
at 6  Bell uee e oad n Cl nton   or order onl ne at 
ed o eed o og  or t roug  our Seed   Su l e  atalog to 

have these orchard essentials shipped to you. 
• Ancients Rise Fertilizer Mix revitalizes old fruit trees
• Fruition Mix for fertilizing established fruit trees
 all ru t ree re  
 ole- t  S r ng lant ng 

• Blueberry Booster Mix for planting and fertilizing
 Gungn r  or g ty ear  o  a aragu

• True Love Mix for roses and other ornamentals 
 So l e t ng  rgan  ert l er e o endat on Ser e
 Gra t ng ool  t   Su l e  or r g t e  and le t e
 el o runer   run ng Saw
 S l y run ng Saw
 ele o ng ru t er
 ra  ure   rgan  S ray  or or ard e t
 en ng  ett ng  ree Guard   ot er a al re ellent
 ol t  r ard S ray t  la ael ll
 S  Ba a  S rayer
 ee   aran a l

• Orchard Crop Irrigation Starter Kit
 Boo

• Amendments, cover crop seed and tools galore!
NEW! Products coming in November 2023

 ele o ng Cut  old ole runer  or utt ng brownta l ne t  
 a er o ul  oll  and C r le  or row  and ol tary lant
 lant ng uger r ll B t or d gg ng all ole  a t
 a y- ra e -Sto  B rd ett ng or rote t ng berr e
 36  all Steel a e late lant ar er  ee  tra  o  tree 
Fedco’s Organic Growers Supply warehouse is open 

or wal - n ale  and re-order u
ue day ur day  a 3  year-round



ed o ee
d o t
ree  
57

Allium Little a ire’ lo erin  nion 12  tall  
ound den e lu ter  o  dee  ur le tar- a ed flower  

eld abo e t dy u r g t lu  o  tra y glo y grey-
green ol age  Sweet- ented bloo  a e great utflower  

or dr ed w nter arrange ent  w et er you ut t e  be ore or 
a ter t e green eed od  or  ttra t  bene al n e t  w t  

t  weet ne tar yet re el  an array o  unde rable l t ery  
w nged and legged e t  al e n lud ng deer  nly  
ru ed w ll t e lant  ell l e an on on  dd  rugged 

ar  and ert al tru ture to erb and ro  garden  
Bloo  n d to late u er  4

L679 A: 1 for $7.75
B: 3 for $19.75 
C: 6 for $35.50

Amsonia tabernaemontana var. 
salicifolia illo lea  luestar
 r anic 30  tall  Clu ter  o  dee  

blue o nted flower bud  or  and o en nto 
owder-blue tar- a ed floret  eld abo e 

dee  green ne gra y w llow-l e ol age  
Bloo  n early une n nort ern a ne  Gor-
geou  ol age turn  gold n t e all  Be t lanted 
en a e  or  a and o e a e a e at atur ty  

oo  abulou  w t  at nt and r e  da table to 
o t garden en ron ent  but er or  be t n ull un 

to art ade  lant 12 1  a art n o t l g tly a d  
o l  at e ro  ll no  out  to e a  3   ro n  

L680 A: 1 for $9.50
B: 3 for $24.75 
C: 6 for $44.50

Aquilegia canadensis il  olu ine 
 r anic 12-24  tall  el g t ul l ttle 
ta  o  round-lobed lea e  e erge n 

early r ng  Soon a ter  ag al ewel-l e 
nodd ng blo o  w t  red- urred e al  and 
yellow etaled rt  dan e abo e t e ol age  

e elegant lender ur  are lled w t  ne tar 
rre t ble to u ngb rd  We lanted our  

at t e ba e o  a gran te boulder  r g t 
along de o e g bu  blueberr e  e olu b ne  tart 

lower ng at t e same time as the blueberry 
bushes, and the ro  el  
reta n e en o ture n t e o l  Colu b ne  bloo  ro  

late ay to early une  re er  
l g t o t well-
dra ned o l  e 
lanted n lu ter  

12 1  a art  
a - led ade 

guarantee  t e be t 

olor  at e to 
ea tern ort  er a  3   

ro n  L681 A: 1 
for $9.50B: 3 for 

$24.75 C: 
6 for 
$44.50

Arisaema triphyllum

ack in t e ul it 12-24  tall  

n d r ng  one or two o
ound 

lea e  a ear lo e to t e ground  

ea  w t  t ree lea let  ra ng an 

u r g t stem toped by a striped 

tannish-purple 3  long u l e at e 

t e ul t  t at onta n  and ar e  

o er t e ere tgreen -yellow ad  

a
 t  alway  a del g t to l t t e 

la  and ee a  
 ag al 

ort ea tern nat e re er  

dappled shade and moist rich 

woodland o l  lant 10 1  a art  3

L682 A: 3 for $17.25

B: 6 for $29.75 
C: 12 for $53.50

Asaru
m 
canad
ense 
Cana
dian 
Wild 
Ginge
r 

6-12  tall  eart- a ed lea e  u  to 7  w de 
w ll read nto a beaut ul ground o er  

ea e  are large and l g tly u y  
not all and glo y l e t e uro ean 

e e  ro at  root  u ed l e ot er 
g nger  or t e r war ng ual t e  and 
or oot ng nd ge t on  oug  old  and 
ot on ne  e all redd -brown urn-
a ed flower  grow near t e o l ur a e 

or n t e ur a e lea  old  oll nated 
by rawl ng n e t  lower  are un to 
ear  or but won t de orate your land a e  
e u re  ade and o t r  woodland o l  
at e to ea tern ort  er a  3  

21/2  lug  n ot

L683 A: 3 for $28.00 
B: 6 for $49.00 C: 

12 for $87.75
Asclepias incarnata 

a  e  
ilk ee   r anic 

5  tall  or  un ue 
ragrant lat-to ed 
lu ter  o  u turned ro y 

red lower  W llow-l e 
lea e  are 4 5  long  
Clu - or ng  great or 
natural ng  ttra t  
bee  butter l e  and 
u ngb rd  We e 

been not ng n rea ed 
nu ber  o  onar  
butter l e  n our 
garden lant ore 

l weed  Grow  
naturally n lood la n  
and wet eadow  

lant 1 36  a art n 
o t o l  at e to 
ort  er a  3   
ro n
L684 A: 1 for $11.00 
B: 2 for $19.00 C: 

3 for $26.00
A. tuberosa utter  

ee  24  tall   
br ll ant u er 
w ld lower eature  

d tanger ne-orange 
lu ter  o  lower  ato  
lender u y te  
o ered w t  green 

lan e- a ed lea e  
S ent lower ead  
tran or  nto ro nent 

ndle- a ed eed od  
t at a e a un ue 
add t on to ed 
bou uet  e le y 
ta root w ll not tolerate 
lay or low ground  e 
ery la t to e erge n 
r ng be at ent  lant 

n ull un  1 24  a art 
n well-dra ned ert le 
o l  at e to ea tern 

and out ern ort  
er a  4   

L685 A: 1 for $11.00 
B: 2 for $19.00 C: 

3 for $26.00

lantin  ui e or are root erennials
o re e e our guarantee ee age 2  or te  on age  56 to 65  you u t 
a e ollowed t e e n tru t on

When you receive your order, o en t e bag  and e  t e lant to  
ed ately  oot  and rown  ould be r  and l able  not o t or br ttle

After danger of freezing has passed:
g a ole 2 or 3 t e  b gger t an t e lant to

 dd a l ttle o o t  needed
an or read out t e root  to en ourage root de elo ent
ll ole w t  o l  re ng out a r o et  a  you go
ee  t e lant ng area ree o  weed
ul  around t e rown w t  traw or wood

 o d a ly ng ul  d re tly on to  o  rown  a  t ey ould rot
ar  t e lo at on w t  a lant label

C e  your lant  da ly n t e r t 2 wee  a ter lant ng
If you cannot plant right away, you have two options:
1. Store bag  o  bare-root lant  n a dar  and ool 35 40˚  la e
2. ot u  lant  n well-dra ned l g tly o t ott ng  o d o l ng t e
root  n t e botto o  under ed onta ner  Set ot  n a rote ted ot n 
art- ade unt l you re ready to lant  

You must protect your herbacious perennials from:
ree ng

Sun- o  n t e r t 2 wee
ong er od  o  old and wet ond t on

 oo u  or too l ttle water
 b entee garden ng




