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When you get your order: Immediate Care
DO NOT ALLOW ROOTS TO DRY OUT AT ALL!!!

When your new trees and shrubs arrive, they 
need to be planted as soon as possible. Don’t be 
deterred by snow. If you can dig a shovel into the 
ground, plant your trees. If you wait until spring 
is in full swing, your plants might become 
stressed and have a hard time recovering. 

If frozen ground makes immediate 
planting impossible, follow the instructions below 
and all will be well. Why do we send plants even when there is snow 
on tKe ground" 7Ke weatKer Pay be ÀFNle but we PuVt be Vteady� 
Bare-root plants need to move out of storage and travel to their 
SerPanent KoPeV beIore or aV tKey are breaNLng dorPanFy� but not 
PuFK later� )or our VyVteP to worN� we PuVt Iollow a tLgKt VKLSSLng 
schedule regardless of regional weather conditions. We begin 
VKLSSLng late 0arFK and ÀnLVK early 0ay� VendLng orderV by FlLPate 
]oneV� warPeVt regLon ÀrVt�

If You Can Plant Woodies Within 48 Hours (Ideal)
Leave the plastic wrapping around the root ball. Add some water to re-
PoLVten tKe SaFNLng PaterLal and Vtore your treeV and VKrubV Ln a Fool 
VKaded SlaFe lLNe a VKed� barn or Fellar� $YoLd Keat and VunlLgKt� 

If You Cannot Plant Within 48 Hours   
<ou Fan NeeS SlantV Ior a weeN or two by IollowLng one oI tKeVe 
temporary measures and continuing to water as needed:

� 2Sen your SaFNage and LnVSeFt Ior daPage� )old tKe SlaVtLF baFN 
from around the tops of trees and shrubs. Keep the damp shredded 
newspaper around the roots and re-wrap the plastic around the root ball, 
SaFNLng ÀrPly to elLPLnate aLr SoFNetV� Water aV needed to NeeS tKe rootV 
moist, but don’t let them stand in water. Keep the trees in a cool shaded 
or darN SlaFe lLNe a VKed� barn� Fellar or garage� but don·t allow tKe SlantV 
to freeze before you get them in the ground. Avoid heat and sunlight.

• You could also “heel in” your trees in a protected cool shady spot. 
'Lg a trenFK or turn baFN an aSSroSrLate aPount oI eartK and bury tKe 
rootV� taPS ÀrPly to rePoYe aLr SoFNetV� Water tKorougKly� 3lant Ln Ànal 
location as soon as possible.

Caring for Other Plants Until Planting Time
Asparagus
Store asparagus roots dry and uncovered in a cool shaded place.
Hops
Refrigerate slightly moistened rhizomes in a plastic bag until planting.
Horseradish & Rhubarb
2Sen SaFNage VlLgKtly to allow tKe SlantV to breatKe� 7Key VKould be Àne 
leIt Ln tKeLr SaFNagLng and NeSt Ln a Fool SlaFe �Ldeally 35²50˚�� .eeS 
them moist but not wet.
Mushroom Spawn
5eIrLgerate Ln SaFNagLng untLl ready to uVe�
Strawberries
We ship with the roots slightly on the dry side. If it’s going to be a while 
until planting, mist the roots and re-cover. Refrigerate until you are ready 
to plant. When it’s time to plant, do it in the evening or on a cloudy day.
Herbaceous Perennials
2Sen bagV and FKeFN tKe VtoFN LPPedLately� 5ootV and FrownV VKould be 
ÀrP and SlLable� not VTuLVKy or brLttle� SurIaFe Pold LV KarPleVV and wLll 
not aIIeFt tKe Slant·V Iuture SerIorPanFe� Store SlantV Ln tKeLr SaFNagLng 
Ln a Fool �35²40˚� loFatLon untLl you are ready to Slant� ,I Lt·V goLng to be 
awhile, you can pot up your perennials. See page 57 for more detailed 
perennial planting instructions.

The basics of tree care outlined here are meant to get you started. 
2bYLouVly� we Fan·t tell you eYerytKLng you need to Nnow Ln a Iew SageV� 
SoPe VSeFLÀF LnIorPatLon� lLNe loFatLon or VoLl SreIerenFeV oI SartLFular 
plants, is in the item descriptions. A soil test is useful in determining 
tKe VSeFLÀF needV oI your VLte� )edFo·V 2rganLF GrowerV SuSSly oIIerV 
a soil testing and fertilization recommendation service. Learn more at  
fedcoseeds.com/ogs. 

5eadLng� obVerYatLon� trLal and error� and talNLng wLtK otKer growerV 
and e[tenVLon agentV Fan e[Sand your Nnowledge oI treeV and VKrubV� 
ConVult tKe 2GS booN lLVt Ior reFoPPended reIerenFe booNV� $lVo� Ànd 
uVeIul lLnNV at our webVLte� IedFoVeedV�FoP�treeV�

General Planting Directions for Trees and Shrubs
The best way to ensure your plants will thrive is to follow our cultural 
reTuLrePentV� CKooVe tKe rLgKt VLte Ior tKe Slant� $dd VoLl aPendPentV 
only aV needed� 0any natLYe SlantV don·t reTuLre any IertLl-
L]atLon� )ruLt treeV Pay need Pore� �See ne[t Sage Ior 
IruLt tree IertLlL]atLon reFoPPendatLonV��

7o reduFe tranVSlant VKoFN� Slant on Fool Floudy 
dayV Ln tKe early PornLng or late aIternoon� SoaN 
rootV oI deFLduouV treeV and VKrubV Ior uS to 24 
hours before planting, but not longer. Keep the roots 
from drying out; even a few minutes in the sun and breeze 
can damage a tree or shrub. Keep them watered and covered 
until the moment you set them in their planting holes!

Follow these steps for planting:
1.  Dig a large hole, at least twice as wide and about as deep as the root 
system. Most roots grow laterally and need plenty of room to spread out. 
<our treeV wLll beneÀt LI tKe Kole LV at leaVt 3
 wLde�
2.  Loosen up the soil at the bottom of the hole and especially around 
the sides. For fruit trees, if you haven’t used our Deluxe Fall Preparation 
Method �ne[t Sage�� you Pay add a 3-lb bag oI Fedco’s Hole-istic 
Spring Planting Mix �aYaLlable Ln our SeedV 	 SuSSlLeV Fatalog� or at 
IedFoVeedV�FoP�ogV�� or well-aged FoPSoVt and PLneral IertLlL]erV lLNe 
roFN SKoVSKate or a]oPLte� but not raw manure or other nitrogen sources. 
,nForSorate Lnto tKe VoLl� tKen PaNe a Pound at tKe bottoP oI tKe Kole 
over which to spread the roots. 
3.  Examine the plant for a “dirt line” or a FKange Ln barN Folor 
LndLFatLng nurVery deStK� �7KLV LV dLIIerent IroP tKe graIt lLne�� Generally� 
you should plant trees and shrubs at the same depth they grew in the 
nursery. Set the plant in the hole and spread the roots out around the 
Pound� 0aNe Vure tKe rootV are not FLrFlLng Ln tKe Kole� ,t·V better to trLP 
rootV a bLt tKan FoLl tKeP� +old tKe Slant at tKe rLgKt deStK aV you baFNÀll 
tKe VoLl around Lt� 7aPS ÀrPly to rePoYe aLr SoFNetV�
4.  Water immediately. 'on·t VNLPS on tKe LnLtLal waterLng� PaNe Vure 
tKere·V Slenty to Vettle Ln all tKe looVened VoLl� WLggle tKe trunN aV tKe 
water VeeSV Ln to enVure no aLr SoFNetV rePaLn around tKe rootV� /eaYe a 
berm around each tree so water will not run off. Keep trees well watered 
tKrougKout tKe ÀrVt VuPPer� 7Key reTuLre tKe eTuLYalent oI 1²2� raLn Ser 
weeN� /onger deeSer VoaNLngV are eIIeFtLYe� IreTuent VSrLnNlLngV are not�
5. To remember which varieties you planted, paint a map of the 
orchard on your wall, or replace the plastic Fedco plant tags with 
permanent vinyl tags. See below left. 

Guide to Planting and Care

The Perfect Tree Label             
Commercially available garden 
labelV do not laVt� 3erPanent ParNer 
fades. Aluminum tears off in the wind. 
$nd Vo on� We PaNe our own uVLng YLnyl 
VLdLng� ,t worNV Vo well� we VKould rePoYe Lt 
IroP all tKe KouVeV and PaNe Lt all Lnto Slant 
labels! It’s inexpensive, or easily salvaged, and you 
Fan PaNe do]enV IroP a VLngle SLeFe oI VLdLng� Cut VLdLng 
Lnto VtrLSV uVLng a utLlLty NnLIe� SnLS VtrLSV to lengtK uVLng Kand 
pruners. Drill a hole at one end. Attach with wire. Write on labels with 
SenFLl� 127 a ParNer� 3enFLl wLll laVt Ior deFadeV�

If you can’t plant immediately and are unable to store or heel in plants 
as instructed below, ordering bare-root plants may not be right for you.
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Choosing a Site for Fruit Trees and Berries
The best sites for fruit crops have well-
drained fertile soils, protection from wind, 
good air drainage and full sun. A gentle 
VloSe and 6²� KourV oI Iull Vun Ser day LV 
Ldeal� Good aLr flow wLll Poderate IroVtV 
and fungal disease. If possible, avoid “frost 
SoFNetV�µ 

Sunny south- or west-facing slopes are not 
advisable for less hardy varieties. These slopes 
tend to warm up before the danger of frost has 
SaVVed� 7reeV Pay flower SrePaturely and tKen 
be damaged by frost, causing loss of fruit. 
South and west slopes may also have widely 
fluFtuatLng early VSrLng tePSeratureV tKat Fan 
damage less hardy trees. 

SoLl S+ Ior IruLt treeV VKould be between 5�5 and ��0� toward tKe lower 
end for apples, the higher end for peaches, and in the middle for others.

)ruLt VSeFLeV KaYe oStLPal VSaFe reTuLrePentV� See FKart� ne[t Sage� 
Do not plant trees where power lines will interfere with them.

Fall Preparation or Spring Initial Feeding for Fruit Trees
If you’re interested in preparing locations for your trees this fall, or 
for feeding newly planted fruit trees, the following amendment recipe 
should address most sites in the eastern U.S., which tend to be acidic 
and Poderate to low Ln FalFLuP and SKoVSKoruV� <ou·ll alVo Ànd all tKe 
amendments below at fedcoseeds.com/ogs.
Deluxe Fall Preparation Method
� WLtKout dLggLng tKe Kole� FoYer an area 4²6
 Ln dLaPeter wLtK�

5 lb gySVuP or +L-Cal lLPe
5 lb FolloLdal SKoVSKate �VKort-terP FalFLuP and 

SKoVSKoruV�
5 lb a]oPLte �long-terP PLneralV and traFe PLneralV�
5 lb granLte Peal �Ior LPSroYed VoLl te[ture�
2-3 lb +uP-$Pend 0a[ �aLdV PLneral and roFN-

Sowder breaNdown�
• For building high levels of humus, also add:

2 lb alfalfa meal
2 lb bone char
2 lb NelS Peal
2 lb blood meal
100 lb FoPSoVt �1/8 yard�

� 2r VNLS tKoVe reFLSeV and uVe Fedco’s Fall Fruit Tree Prep Mix, one 
32-lb bag Ser SlantLng Kole� aYaLlable at IedFoVeedV�FoP�ogV�
CoYer wLtK a 3²4� PulFK oI lawn FlLSSLngV� leaYeV or woodFKLSV� wKLFK 
will smother the sod, conserve moisture, prevent leaching and provide 
a KabLtat Ior VoLl organLVPV to breaN down tKe reFLSe� ,n tKe VSrLng� 
Sull baFN tKe PulFK and dLg your tree Kole� LnForSoratLng tKe PLneral 
VuSSlePentV and FoPSoVt Lnto tKe baFNÀll�

If you didn’t get around to fall prep, you can apply this same mix as a 
mulch to your newly planted tree in the spring. 
Simpler Method
)orgo tKe VoLl aPendPentV and VLPSly SLle 1²2 wKeelbarrowV oI 
compost on each planting-hole site. If you live by the ocean, add a couple 
wheelbarrows of seaweed. Then cover with mulch. In the spring, pull 
baFN tKe PulFK and Slant your IruLt tree� LnForSoratLng tKe FoPSoVt Lnto 
the hole as you dig.

Feeding Older Fruit Trees
Cover the surface of the ground 
out to the tree’s drip line with the 
same materials listed above, or 
with Fedco’s Fruition 
Mix. For larger trees 
�ÀYe yearV and older� 
increase the mineral amount 
to 10²15 lb eaFK� 

For ancient trees 
you can use up to 
25 lb oI eaFK PLneral� 
or Fedco’s Ancients 
Rise Mix, in a ring 
beneath the drip 
line. Mulch as 
described above.

All Fedco-formulated mixes 
are Iound Ln our SeedV 	 
Supplies catalog, or at 
fedcoseeds.com/ogs.

Initial Pruning at Planting Time
All Trees and Shrubs
3rune any branFKeV tKat were broNen durLng VKLSSLng� SoPetLPeV we 
need to Srune a Fentral leader Ln order to Àt a tree Lnto a VKLSSLng bo[� 
don·t worry³a new leader wLll grow IroP tKe toSPoVt bud� 3rune all 
dead or injured branches and roots. Further pruning of most trees is not 
necessary at planting time. 

'o not Srune toSV or Srune or bend taS rootV oI nut or oaN treeV unleVV 
necessary. 

)Lnd LnIorPatLon on SrunLng flowerLng VKrubV on S� 45� 
ConLIerV �S� 43�� roVeV �S� 4��� and lLlaFV �S� 51� beneÀt IroP VSeFLal 

pruning especially in later stages of growth. 

All Fruit Trees
Avoid excessive pruning on young 
trees, as it can delay bearing. It’s 
oNay to Fut oII e[tra trunNV and 
lateral branches to establish 
tKe tree·V baVLF VKaSe� but NeeS 
in mind that every time you prune 
potential leaf-bearing branches from 
a young tree� you Vet Lt baFN� 
7Ke tree wLll grow TuLFNly and 
fruit sooner if you allow it to maximize photosynthesis. Once it begins 
to IruLt� you Fan Srune annually� $lwayV rePoYe VuFNerV or root VKootV�

2n SeaFKeV and SluPV� tKe treeV Pay want to deYeloS 2²4 leaderV� 
or an open-vase shape. Always prune just above a good strong bud that 
IaFeV a dLreFtLon you·d lLNe your branFK to grow� 2n aSSle and Sear treeV� 
you may choose to either leave the central leader alone and let it grow or 
Fut Lt baFN aFFordLng to tKe LnVtruFtLonV below� (LtKer way LV aFFeStable� 
it’s a matter of personal preference.

Apple Trees
$SSle treeV wLll alPoVt alwayV beneÀt IroP lLgKt 
initial pruning to establish shape. After that, refrain 
from pruning until the tree begins to fruit.

• Year one (initial planting time): If the tree 
LV a branFK-leVV ´wKLS�µ you Pay Fut tKe toS baFN 
to a Vtrong bud about 3²4
 IroP tKe ground� 7KLV 
will encourage branching. If the new tree arrives 
wLtK branFKeV� Srune oII all but 3²4 branFKeV at tKe 
KeLgKt you·d lLNe Ior your ÀrVt tLer� about 3²4
 IroP 
the ground, or higher if you prefer. The lowest 
VFaIIold �branFK layer� VKould be Yery wLde to 
collect as much sun as possible. If too low, these 
long branches will rest on the ground under the weight of fruit, and the 
deer wLll KaYe a Àeld day� $lVo� Lt beFoPeV dLIÀFult to Pow under and 
to mulch.

SoPe IolNV FKooVe not to Srune at tKe tLPe oI SlantLng and waLt to 
VKaSe tKe tree Ln VubVeTuent yearV� 7KLV PetKod LV Àne� too�

• Year two: 7rLP oII root VuFNerV or otKer odd branFKeV tKat FoPe uS 
from around the base. Otherwise, leave the tree alone and let it grow. 

• The next few years: ,I VoPetKLng looNV really Frowded� broNen or 
dead, prune it. Otherwise, leave your tree alone and let it grow. If you 
don’t fuss over it too much, you’ll get fruit sooner! 

Pruning Established Fruit Trees
2nFe your IruLt tree begLnV to bear� you VKould Srune annually� Good 
pruning brings sunlight to all parts of your tree. Maximum 
VunlLgKt enFourageV Pore and KLgKer-TualLty IruLt� 
Sunlight also encourages fruit buds to form for 
ne[t year·V FroS� Good aLrflow dLVFourageV 
fungal diseases and promotes greater spray 
penetration. There’s an old saying that a bird 
VKould be able to fly tKrougK your IruLt tree� $ 
well-pruned tree will produce larger fruit and will 
tend toward more annual bearing. 

Most pruning should be done in late 
winter or early spring. We recommend 
a good-TualLty SaLr oI Kand VKearV 
and a lightweight pruning saw. You may 
also wish to invest 
in long-handled 
loppers, a pole 
pruner or a pole saw. 
Keep your pruning 
tools sharp for 
smooth clean cuts.

$ny good booN on growLng IruLt treeV wLll 
KaYe tKe LnIorPatLon you need� ConVult old and new booNV aV well aV 
orFKardLng artLFleV and deYeloS a VyVteP tKat worNV Ior you� 3runLng LV 
not dLIÀFult and wLll PaNe a Kuge dLIIerenFe�
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Mulch
Keep weeds and especially grass away from new trees and shrubs. Apply 
a 2²4� PulFK oI FoPSoVted PaterLal³leaYeV� wood FKLSV or Kay³out 
as far as the drip line. A 1/2²1� toSdreVVLng oI alIalIa Peal beneatK tKe 
PulFK Pay VubVtantLally reduFe tranVSlant VKoFN� .eeS PulFK baFN 
VeYeral LnFKeV IroP tKe tree trunN� We lay down Fardboard or newVSaSer 
and spread mulch on top of it. Mulch encourages earthworms, holds 
PoLVture� NeeSV down weedV� LnVulateV agaLnVt e[FeVV Keat and Fold� 
aerateV and looVenV VoLlV� buLldV KuPuV and IertLlL]eV Ieeder rootV� �0� 
oI wKLFK are wLtKLn 6� oI tKe VurIaFe�
Staking & Crooked Trees
Newly planted standard-sized and semi-dwarf fruit trees and ornamental 
treeV VeldoP need VtaNLng� ,I your tree LV Ln a Yery wLndy VLte or deYeloSV 
a leanLng KabLt� VtaNLng Pay KelS� 

'warI aSSle treeV do reTuLre VtaNLng� 'rLYe a Vtout SoVt near tKe 
tree� WraS tKe tree trunN wLtK a VFraS oI burlaS or rubber to SroteFt 
against abrasion. Secure the wrapped part of the tree to the post with 
VtrLng or wLre� 7Le tree VoPewKat looVely� aV a VlLgKt roFNLng PotLon wLll 
enFourage rootLng� 2nFe rootV are well anFKored� tKe VtaNe Pay not be 
needed� 0arN VPall treeV wLtK a VtaNe wLtK rLbbonV to warn oSeratorV oI 
lawn PowerV� traFtorV� FarV and VNLdderV�

SoPe tree YarLetLeV naturally tend to grow a lLttle FrooNed �lLNe 
5edÀeld aSSle�� and tKey won·t grow VtraLgKt no Patter Kow PuFK 
room we give them in the nursery. 
To mitigate this issue, you 
Pay try VtaNLng� <ou Pay alVo 
try SlantLng tKe FrooNed tree 
so the roots are at a slight 
angle and the top is more 
upward-pointing, as if to 
split the difference. Most 
trees do not grow perfectly 
straight. Retraining your eye to 
aSSreFLate a tree·V unLTue 
form may be easier than 
ÀgKtLng nature�

Beware the Apple Borer! 
,n Pany SartV oI Fentral and nortKern 1ew (ngland tKe roundKeaded 
appletree borer, Saperda candida, is the number one enemy of young 
aSSle� FrabaSSle and TuLnFe treeV� ,I you are growLng young aSSle treeV 
in these locations, you must protect your trees from this pest. Farther 
VoutK and nortK tKe borer Pay not be an LVVue� ,I you don·t Nnow LI tKey 
are a SrobleP Ln your area� FKeFN wLtK any grower near you� tKey·ll Nnow� 
Otherwise, err on the side of caution. Borers also feed on other members 
of the rose family, such as pear, hawthorn, Aronia and Amelanchier.

Borer beetleV lay eggV under tKe barN near tKe baVe oI tKe tree� 7Ke 
deYeloSLng larYae tunnel tKrougK tKe wood� weaNenLng tKe tree untLl 
it eventually falls over. The trouble sign is small deposits of orange 
VawduVt� Falled IraVV� at tKe baVe oI tKe tree� CKeFN lower trunNV Ior 
IraVV and tunnelLng Ln late 0ay� and agaLn Ln SeStePber� /eIt unFKeFNed� 
borers usually mean death for young trees. 

Here are our strategies for controlling borers:
Coat the trunks with Neem or Paint

• With Neem Oil We have been experiment-
ing with several methods for treating borers using 
neem oil. It’s easy and effective. All you need is 
a paintbrush and undiluted neem oil warmed to 
lLTueIy� 3aLnt neeP on young tree trunNV IroP 
tKe VoLl lLne uS 12�� We aSSly one tLPe only 
around -uly 1� ,I aSSlLed Ln 0ay or early -une� 
the neem dries and becomes ineffective. 

Note: We have noticed that the 
adYentLtLouV root buPSV oI 0111 VKow 
some sensitivity to undiluted neem. 
We·re KaYLng good reVultV VSrayLng a 2� 
neeP VolutLon on tKe trunNV oI 0111 and otKer Flonal rootVtoFNV�

• With Paint $Iter neeP oLl� SaLnt LV lLNely tKe beVt deterrent� ,t·V eaVy 
and reTuLreV no Kard-to-Ànd LngredLentV� 'o not aSSly SaLnt untLl treeV 
KaYe been Ln tKe ground Ior 3²5 yearV� 8ntLl tKen� be Vure to FontLnue 
monitoring them for signs of borer.

5eFLSe� 0L[ wKLte LnterLor late[ SaLnt wLtK MoLnt FoPSound� �7Ke VtuII 
you VPear on VKeet roFN MoLntV and naLl KoleV³you Fan buy a VPall tub 

at any Kardware Vtore� 0aNe Vure to uVe interior paint, as some 
exterior paint formulations contain ingredients that can harm 
tKe tree·V SKloeP�� 7Ke FonVLVtenFy VKould be tKLFN but VtLll 
TuLte eaVy to SaLnt� not glob on� 5eSaLnt aV needed� 7KLV PL[ 

wLll KelS deter borerV and alVo PaNe deteFtLon oI LnIeVtatLonV 
easier. Once you locate a borer hole, you’ll have to cut or blast it 

out �Vee below�� /ooN Ior tKe orange IraVV� 
Cut It Out 2nFe you·Ye LdentLÀed a Kole or VoIt VSot Ln tKe trunN� LnVert 
a wLre and dLg around untLl you loFate and NLll tKe larYa� Cut away VoIt 
VSongy SoFNetV wLtK a NnLIe� (Yen VerLouV FarYLng LV leVV KarPIul to tKe 
tree than leaving the larvae alive inside. 
Blasted Borers When you discover a soft spot or hole in the tree, get 
yourVelI a Fan oI FoPSreVVed aLr �Ior FleanLng FoPSuterV�� 3ut tKe long 
VNLnny tube no]]le uS to tKe Kole and gLYe Lt a blaVt� SKould do tKe trLFN�
The Polyculture Deterrent Borer beetles thrive in shady moist warm 
enYLronPentV� .eeS graVV baFN at leaVt 6� IroP tKe tree baVe� 7rLalV Ln our 
“functional” orchard suggest that a mixed polyculture environment may 
disguise the apple trees 
and fool the borers. We plant 
woody and herbaceous 
perennials around 
tKe treeV� NeeSLng 
tKeP baFN 12� or 
so. Borers are 
lazy opportunists. 
If there are a lot 
of apple trees 
within easy reach, 
tKey wLll attaFN� 
Otherwise, you may 
never see them. The 
polyculture orchard may 
present too much 
worN Ior tKeP� 

Spacing of Fruit Trees, Nut Trees & Berries
between 
plants

between 
rows

Apples, Dwarf 5²10
 15

Apples, Semi-dwarf 15²20
 15

Apples, Standard 20²25
 20²25

Asparagus 1²2
 4

BlaFNberrLeV 3²4
 6²12

BlueberrLeV 	 SaVNatoonV 3²6
 �²10

GraSeV �
 �²10

Hazelnut 4²6
 hedge
Nut trees - orchard 35
 35

Nut trees - forest 20
 20

3earV� $VLan 3earV� 4uLnFe 15²20
 20

Raspberries 2
 6²12

Stone Fruit 15²20
 15²20

Strawberries see instructions, p. 29
Sweet Cherries 25
 25


Orchard Ladders: Sturdy lightweight traditionally shaped wooden 
orchard ladders have wide bottoms for stability and narrow tops for easy 
handling and placement. Contact the manufacturer:

3eter BaldwLn� �207� 722-3654
baldwinpetert@gmail.com
baldwinappleladders.com

Soil testing & organic fertilizer recommendation service 
Which soil amendments do you choose and how much do you apply? Don’t 
gueVV³teVt� )edFo Fan KelS� We·ll Vend you a VoLl teVt NLt and VaPSlLng 
instructions, plus a postage-paid box to return your soil sample and test form 
to the Maine State Soil Lab. Once your results are in, we’ll offer customized 
reFoPPendatLonV Ior Kow to ForreFt any deÀFLenFLeV or LPbalanFeV Ln your 
VoLl� CoVt LV �50� Learn more about this service in our Seeds & Supplies 
catalog, or at fedcoseeds.com/ogs.
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Scab in the apple orchard 
$SSle VFab �Venturia unaequalis� Pay be tKe PoVt FKallengLng dLVeaVe 
Ior tKe 1ew (ngland aSSle grower� SFab LV a IunguV� VSread by VSoreV 
that overwinter in fallen fruit and leaf litter, rising up in rainy spring 
weatKer to FauVe grLeI all oYer agaLn� ,t aSSearV aV VPall rougK blaFN 
patches on the fruit or foliage. A bit of scab is not a bad thing. It won’t 
hurt you or your tree or fruit. Some growers actually believe that a small 
aPount oI VFab trLggerV a beneÀFLal VelI-SroteFtLon reVSonVe Ln tKe aSSle� 
But a lot oI VFab Fan deVtroy tKe IruLt and eYen NLll tKe tree� SeYerLty oI 
infection can vary depending on the year, the site, and the variety. 

With organic or conventional fungicides as a last resort, what can you 
do to avoid or minimize scab damage in your trees?

• Avoid susceptible varieties. Although nearly all apples are suscep-
tible to some extent, certain varieties are especially vulnerable to scab. 
In particular, McIntosh and its relatives are scab magnets. These include 
Cortland, Fameuse and Macoun. If you grow these apples, you’ll proba-
bly struggle with scab in your orchard. If you can avoid these varieties, 
you Pay be able to NeeS VFab to a tolerable leYel wLtKout VSrayLng IungL-
FLdeV� 0oVt KeLrlooPV Fan be VuVFeStLble but VKould be TuLte tolerant aV 
long aV tKe Pore KLgKly VuVFeStLble YarLetLeV are NeSt away� 

,n 1�45� 3urdue� 5utgerV and tKe 8nLYerVLty oI ,llLnoLV began a Fol-
laboratLon to deYeloS VFab-LPPune YarLetLeV� 0any oI tKeVe KaYe 35, Ln 
tKeLr naPeV� �3rLPa� 3rLVtLne� WLllLaPV 3rLde� etF�� 7Key bred tKe YarL-
eties using Malus floribunda as a parent. It contains a gene that imparts 
scab immunity to the fruit. By crossing and recrossing, they were able 
to LVolate and LnFlude tKLV gene Ln tKe Ànal LntroduFtLon� We·Ye oIIered 
VoPe oI tKeVe YarLetLeV� LnFludLng Gold5uVK IroP tKe 35, SrograP� and 
/Lberty IroP tKe aVVoFLated 1ew <orN breedLng SrograP� ,I you lLNe tKe 
fruit from these varieties, growing them can be a good strategy for avoid-
ing scab.

• Thin the fruit. In late spring or early summer, we thin all our tree 
fruit, removing enough fruitlets that the mature fruits won’t touch. You 
want aLr FLrFulatLon� ,nVeFtV alVo lLNe tKoVe SlaFeV wKere IruLtV rub agaLnVt 
each other. 

• Clean up drops and fallen leaves. Scab lives in the fallen fruit, 
aV do LnVeFtV� (at tKe droSV� PaNe tKeP Lnto FLder� Ieed tKeP to your 
lLYeVtoFN or FoPSoVt tKeP³MuVt don·t leaYe tKeP at tKe baVe oI your 
treeV� SoPe IarPerV let lLYeVtoFN Ln tKe orFKard to eat tKe droSV� $lVo 
raNe uS leaYeV Ln tKe Iall� Burn� FoPSoVt or Pow tKeP� By SraFtLFLng 
good hygiene in the orchard, some growers have been able to grow good 
McIntosh and other disease-prone varieties organically. 

Protecting Trees from Mice and Voles
Fruit trees and ornamentals are sometimes girdled by mice or voles 
eatLng tKe barN� GLrdlLng wLll uVually NLll tKe tree or VKrub� 7Ke danger LV 
greateVt Ln wLnter� StoPS around tKe trunNV aIter eaFK IreVK VnowIall to 
Freate a SaFNed-LFe barrLer tKat wLll SreYent PLFe IroP traYelLng beneatK 
the snow. Keep the grass mowed in the fall and remove large mulch piles 
IroP near tKe trunNV� 5odentV lLNe to neVt Ln Kay Pore tKan Ln woodFKLS 
mulches. A wrap of hardware cloth or a plastic spiral tree guard can 
protect your tree from being girdled. 

,I you uVe VFreenLng or SlaVtLF VSLral tree guardV on aSSle� TuLnFe or 
crabapple trees, be sure to remove them from April to October, as they 
attract borers if left on the tree in the summer. 

Our trials show that a mulch of wood chips surrounding young trees 
greatly reduces the chance of summer vole damage. Tall grasses invite 
them in. The polyculture model may provide cover for the voles and can 
reVult Ln VuPPer Yole daPage� So NeeS tKe tall SerennLalV baFN about 12� 
from the tree. 

$lVo� PaNe your orFKard KawN IrLendly� 

Voles Don’t Like Narcissus!
For many years we’ve been planting daffodils around the base of some 
oI our aSSle treeV� 1o SartLFular reaVon� Lt MuVt looNV great� CoPe to Ànd 
out that you can beautify your orchard and deter voles at the same time. 
3lant daIIodLlV Ln a FLrFle a Ioot or two away IroP tKe baVe� 7Ke tunnelLng 
YoleV don·t lLNe tKe bulbV and wLll Yeer away� 

Oh Dear, Deer!
The best deer protection is a dog in the yard. If you don’t have one or if 
your orFKard LV too Iar IroP tKe KouVe� an �
 deer IenFe wLll worN� SoPe 
SeoSle KaYe good luFN wLtK eleFtrLF IenFeV� SPall SroteFtLYe enFloVureV 
for individual trees can be made by circling your tree with a cylinder of 
FKLFNen wLre or otKer IenFLng wLtK t-SoVtV to VtabLlL]e tKe Fage�

Aphids and ants
$SKLdV Fan do a lot oI daPage to aSSle treeV and tKey PaNe tKe young 
leaYeV looN groVV� 2Iten wKen you Vee aSKLdV you wLll Vee antV FlLPbLng 
up and down the tree feeding them. Here’s an easy solution. Wrap a piece 
oI VtLII SaSer about 6� wLde around tKe trunN about a Ioot or two oII tKe 
ground. Tape this sleeve to itself but not to the tree. Smear Tanglefoot 
�aYaLlable Ln our Seeds & Supplies catalog� on tKe SaSer� $ntV wLll not 
cross the barrier and, without the ants, the aphids will die. In a day or two 
no more aphids.

Caterpillars
Most caterpillars will not damage healthy plants and are important 
PePberV oI tKe enYLronPent� +oweYer� a Iew NLndV� VuFK aV tent 
caterpillars and browntail moth caterpillars, are extremely destructive to 
IruLt treeV� <ou·ll Nnow wKen you Vee tKeP³tKey KatFK Ln large FrowdV 
and rapidly defoliate plants. Vigilant daily observation, manual collection 
and disposal are necessary from mid-summer to fall. Be careful handling 
browntail nests. They can cause a severe rash.

Top-Quality Orchard and Horticultural Supplies 
Available Year-round at Organic Growers Supply!

CoPe VKoS Ior VuSSlLeV at our 2rganLF GrowerV SuSSly wareKouVe 
at 6�� BellVTuee]e 5oad Ln ClLnton� 0(� or order onlLne at 
IedFoVeedV�FoP�ogV or tKrougK our SeedV 	 SuSSlLeV Fatalog to 
have these orchard essentials shipped to you. 
• Ancients Rise Fertilizer Mix revitalizes old fruit trees
• Fruition Mix for fertilizing established fruit trees
� )all )ruLt 7ree 3reS 0L[
� +ole-LVtLF SSrLng 3lantLng 0L[
• Blueberry Booster Mix for planting and fertilizing
� GungnLr 0L[ Ior PLgKty VSearV oI aVSaraguV
• True Love Mix for roses and other ornamentals 
� SoLl 7eVtLng 	 2rganLF )ertLlL]er 5eFoPPendatLon SerYLFe
� GraItLng 7oolV� .LtV 	 SuSSlLeV Ior rLgKtLeV and leItLeV
� )elFo 3runerV 	 3runLng SawV
� SLlNy 3runLng SawV
� 7eleVFoSLng )ruLt 3LFNer
� 7raSV� /ureV 	 2rganLF SSrayV Ior orFKard SeVtV
� )enFLng� 1ettLng� 7ree GuardV 	 otKer PaPPal reSellentV
� +olLVtLF 2rFKard SSray .Lt �j la 0LFKael 3KLllLSV��
� S2/2� BaFNSaFN SSrayer
� 1eeP 	 .aranMa 2LlV
• Orchard Crop Irrigation Starter Kit
� BooNV�
• Amendments, cover crop seed and tools galore!

NEW! Products coming in November 2023
� 7eleVFoSLng Cut ·1 +old 3ole 3runerV �Ior FuttLng browntaLl neVtV� 
� 3aSer (Fo0ulFK 5ollV and CLrFleV �Ior rowV and VolLtary SlantV�
� 3lantLng $uger 'rLll BLt �Ior dLggLng VPall KoleV IaVt�
� (aVy-'raSe 5LS-StoS BLrd 1ettLng �Ior SroteFtLng berrLeV�
� 36� 7all Steel 1aPeSlate 3lant 0arNerV �NeeS traFN oI tree ,'V�

Fedco’s Organic Growers Supply warehouse is open 
Ior walN-Ln ValeV and Sre-order SLFNuSV

7ueVday²7KurVday� �aP²3SP� year-round
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Allium ¶Little 6aSSKire’ )loZerinJ 2nion 12� tall� 
5ound denVe FluVterV oI deeS SurSle Vtar-VKaSed flowerV 

Keld aboYe tLdy uSrLgKt FluPSV oI VtraSSy gloVVy grey-
green IolLage� Sweet-VFented blooPV PaNe great FutflowerV 

or drLed wLnter arrangePentV wKetKer you Fut tKeP beIore or 
aIter tKe green Veed SodV IorP� $ttraFtV beneÀFLal LnVeFtV wLtK 

LtV Vweet neFtar yet reSelV an array oI undeVLrableV³VlLtKery� 
wLnged and legged SeVtV alLNe³LnFludLng deer� 2nly LI 

FruVKed wLll tKe SlantV VPell lLNe an onLon� $ddV rugged 

FKarP and YertLFal VtruFture to Kerb and roFN gardenV� 
BlooPV Ln PLd to late VuPPer� =4�

L679 A: 1 for $7.75
B: 3 for $19.75 
C: 6 for $35.50

Amsonia tabernaemontana var. 
salicifolia :illoZ�leaI %luestar
� 2rJanic 30� tall� CluVterV oI deeS 
blue SoLnted flower budV IorP and oSen Lnto 
Sowder-blue Vtar-VKaSed floretV Keld aboYe 
deeS green Àne graVVy wLllow-lLNe IolLage� 
BlooPV Ln early -une Ln nortKern 0aLne� Gor-
geouV IolLage turnV gold Ln tKe Iall� BeVt Slanted 
en PaVVe� )orPV a KandVoPe YaVe VKaSe at PaturLty� 
/ooNV IabulouV wLtK FatPLnt and LrLVeV� $daStable to 
PoVt garden enYLronPentV but SerIorPV beVt Ln Iull Vun 
to Sart VKade� 3lant 12²1�� aSart Ln PoLVt VlLgKtly aFLdLF 
VoLl� 1atLYe IroP ,llLnoLV VoutK to 7e[aV� =3� 0( *roZn� 

L680 A: 1 for $9.50
B: 3 for $24.75 
C: 6 for $44.50

Aquilegia canadensis :ilG &oluPEine 
� 2rJanic 12-24� tall� 'elLgKtIul lLttle 
VtaFNV oI round-lobed leaYeV ePerge Ln 
early VSrLng� Soon aIter� PagLFal Mewel-lLNe 
noddLng bloVVoPV wLtK red-VSurred VeSalV and 
yellow Setaled VNLrtV danFe aboYe tKe IolLage� 
7Ke elegant Vlender VSurV are Àlled wLtK neFtar 
LrreVLVtLble to KuPPLngbLrdV� We Slanted ourV 

at tKe baVe oI a granLte boulder� rLgKt 
alongVLde VoPe KLgKbuVK blueberrLeV� 7Ke FoluPbLneV Vtart 

lowerLng at tKe same time as the blueberry 
bushes, and the roFN KelSV 
retaLn eYen PoLVture Ln tKe VoLl� ColuPbLneV blooP IroP 

late 0ay to early -une� 3reIerV 
lLgKt PoLVt well-
draLned VoLl� 1LFe 
Slanted Ln FluVterV� 
12²1�� aSart� 
'aS-Sled VKade 
guaranteeV tKe beVt 

Folor� 1atLYe to 
eaVtern 1ortK $PerLFa� =3� 0( 

*roZn� L681 A: 1 
for $9.50B: 3 for 

$24.75 C: 
6 for 
$44.50

Arisaema triphyllum

-ack�in�tKe�3ulSit 12-24� tall� 

,n PLdVSrLng� one or two FoPSound 

leaYeV aSSear FloVe to tKe ground� 

eaFK wLtK tKree lea letV IraPLng an 

uSrLgKt stem toped by a striped 

tannish-purple 3� long FuSlLNe VSatKe 

�tKe SulSLt� tKat FontaLnV and arFKeV 

oYer tKe ereFtgreenLVK-yellow VSadL[ 

�-aFN�� ,t·V alwayV a delLgKt to lLIt tKe 

laS and Vee -aFN� 7KLV PagLFal 

1ortKeaVtern natLYe SreIerV 

dappled shade and moist rich 

woodland VoLl� 3lant 10²1�� aSart� =3�

L682 A: 3 for $17.25

B: 6 for $29.75 
C: 12 for $53.50

Asaru
m 
canad
ense 
Cana
dian 
Wild 
Ginge
r 

6-12� tall� +eart-VKaSed leaYeV uS to 7� wLde 
wLll VSread Lnto a beautLIul groundFoYer� 
/eaYeV are large and VlLgKtly Iu]]y� 
not VPall and gloVVy lLNe tKe (uroSean 
VSeFLeV� $roPatLF rootV uVed lLNe otKer 
gLngerV Ior tKeLr warPLng TualLtLeV and 
Ior VootKLng LndLgeVtLon� FougKV� FoldV and 
PotLon VLFNneVV� 7Ke VPall reddLVK-brown urn-
VKaSed flowerV grow near tKe VoLl VurIaFe 
or Ln tKe VurIaFe leaI Pold� SollLnated 
by FrawlLng LnVeFtV� )lowerV are Iun to 
VearFK Ior but won·t deForate your landVFaSe� 
5eTuLreV VKade and PoLVt rLFK woodland VoLl� 
1atLYe to eaVtern 1ortK $PerLFa� =3� 
�21/2� SlugV Ln SotV�

L683 A: 3 for $28.00 
B: 6 for $49.00 C: 

12 for $87.75
Asclepias incarnata 
6ZaPS 5eG 
0ilkZeeG � 2rJanic 
5
 tall� )orPV unLTue 
Iragrant lat-toSSed 
FluVterV oI uSturned roVy 
red lowerV� WLllow-lLNe 
leaYeV are 4²5� long� 
CluPS-IorPLng� great Ior 
naturalL]Lng� $ttraFtV 
beeV� butter lLeV and 
KuPPLngbLrdV� We·Ye 
been notLFLng LnFreaVed 
nuPberV oI PonarFK 
butter lLeV Ln our 
gardenV³Slant Pore 
PLlNweed� GrowV 
naturally Ln loodSlaLnV 
and wet PeadowV� 
3lant 1�²36� aSart Ln 
PoLVt VoLl� 1atLYe to 
1ortK $PerLFa� =3� 0( 
*roZn�
L684 A: 1 for $11.00 
B: 2 for $19.00 C: 

3 for $26.00
A. tuberosa %utterÁ\ 
:eeG 24� tall� 7KLV 
brLllLant VuPPer 
wLld lower IeatureV 
YLYLd tangerLne-orange 
FluVterV oI lowerV atoS 
Vlender Iu]]y VtePV� 
FoYered wLtK green 
lanFe-VKaSed leaYeV� 
SSent lowerKeadV 
tranVIorP Lnto SroPLnent 
VSLndle-VKaSed Veed SodV 
tKat PaNe a unLTue 
addLtLon to PL[ed 
bouTuetV� 7Ke leVKy 
taSroot wLll not tolerate 
Flay or low ground� 7Ke 
Yery laVt to ePerge Ln 
VSrLng³be SatLent� 3lant 
Ln Iull Vun� 1�²24� aSart 
Ln well-draLned IertLle 
VoLl� 1atLYe to eaVtern 
and VoutKern 1ortK 
$PerLFa� =4�  
L685 A: 1 for $11.00 
B: 2 for $19.00 C: 

3 for $26.00

3lantinJ *uiGe Ior %are�root 3erennials
7o reFeLYe our guarantee �Vee Sage 2� Ior LtePV on SageV 56 to 65� you PuVt 
KaYe Iollowed tKeVe LnVtruFtLonV�
When you receive your order, oSen tKe bagV and FKeFN tKe Slant VtoFN 
LPPedLately� 5ootV and FrownV VKould be ÀrP and SlLable� not VoIt or brLttle�
After danger of freezing has passed:

� 'Lg a Kole 2 or 3 tLPeV bLgger tKan tKe Slant VtoFN�
� $dd a lLttle FoPSoVt LI needed�
� )an or VSread out tKe rootV to enFourage root deYeloSPent�
� )Lll Kole wLtK VoLl� SreVVLng out aLr SoFNetV aV you go�
� .eeS tKe SlantLng area Iree oI weedV�
� 0ulFK around tKe Frown wLtK Vtraw or woodFKLSV�
� $YoLd aSSlyLng PulFK dLreFtly on toS oI FrownV aV tKey Fould rot�
� 0arN tKe loFatLon wLtK a Slant label�
� CKeFN your SlantV daLly Ln tKe ÀrVt 2 weeNV aIter SlantLng�

If you cannot plant right away, you have two options:
1. Store bagV oI bare-root SlantV Ln a darN and Fool �35²40˚� SlaFe�
2. 3ot uS SlantV Ln well-draLned VlLgKtly PoLVt SottLng PL[� $YoLd FoLlLng tKe
rootV Ln tKe bottoP oI underVL]ed FontaLnerV� Set SotV Ln a SroteFted VSot Ln 
Sart-VKade untLl you·re ready to Slant� 
You must protect your herbacious perennials from:

� )ree]Lng
� Sun-VKoFN Ln tKe ÀrVt 2 weeNV
� /ong SerLodV oI Fold and wet FondLtLonV
� 7oo PuFK or too lLttle water
� $bVentee gardenLng�




